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CHLDREN’ SUNDERSTAND ING OF AGING

Zhu Liqgi, Fang Fuxi
(Key Lab of M ental Health, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Acadeny of Sciences Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract

Two studies investigated children’s understanding of aging Study one was O explore whether children could distin-
guish living from non-living things in tems of aging and whether they could give non-intentional explanation of it Study
wo investigated how children understood the traits of aging, i e irreversibility and universality The results showed that
children’s perfomance improved with age They never used intentional explanation and their understanding of aging was
closely related with their understanding of growth It could be concluded that 6-year-old children possess a sparate naive

theory of biology in tems of aging
Key words naive biology, aging, children



