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Speed- accuracy Trade- off Effect on Children’s Visual Search
LIU Tong- ran, SHI Jian- nong
KLMH, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China
Abstract  Objective: We created a new approach to study the effect of speed- accuracy trade- off phenomenon which
made up some short comings of the classical approach. Methods: Two concepts of true ability and applying strategy have
been used to solve the problem of children’ s visual search ability. Results: In the development of children’ s true ability
of visual search, children got improvement during 8 to 9 years old on the search for alphabets, and the improvement for
Chinese characters was during 10 to 11 years old. In the development of children’ s applying strategy, there were two im-
portant periods: from 9 to 10 years old on alphabet searching and from 11 to 12 years old on number searching. Conclu-
sion: The new approach supports that visual search is mainly a parallel process, but a partly serial process, and the latter
has a very close relationship with the application of strategy.
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