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Acquisition of Native-language Phonemic Category in Infancy:

Evidence from Speech Perception
LIU Wen-Li ', YANG Yu-Fang', Y1 Ting-Wei’
('Institute of Psychology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

(ZGmduate School, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100039, China)

(jPreschool education training center, Shunyi District, Beijing 101300, China)
Abstract:Researches about speech perception in infancy indicate 1-4-month-old infants can discriminate most
phonetic category contrast, including native category contrasts and nonnative category contrasts. With more
exposure to native-language, the effects of native-language phonology on infant speech perception emerge:
perception of consonants evidences the increasing sensitivity to native phonetic category boundaries and the
decreasing sensitivity to nonnative category boundaries, the nonnative phonetic category being assimilated with the
native category, and perception of native vowels exhibits “the perceptual magnet effect”. These facts indicate infants
come to acquire native-language phonemic category, the order of native category acquisition possibly depends on
some factors, such as the acoustic characteristics and the frequency of occurrence of category examples.
Key words:speech perception, infancy, consonants, vowels.



