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Relationship Between Children’ s Phonological Awareness and Reading Acquisition
WEI Tong- gi, Bl Hong- yan, WENG Xu- chu
Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China

Abstract  Phonological awareness refers to the ability to recognize, identify, and manipulate any phonological unit
within a word, be it phoneme, rime, or syllable. A great deal of longitudinal and training researches found that there was a
reciprocal causal relationship between phonological awareness and reading achievement. Researches of bilingual children
revealed cross- language transfer of phonological awareness. Phonological awareness of one language could predict the
reading level of other language. But there was fierce controversy about which was the most important phonological aware-
ness, onset- rhyme awareness or phoneme awareness. Learning to read is related to broader language skills and it needs to
be seen in the context of a multicausal system.
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