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[Abstract)

Objective: To investigate the understanding of death sub-concepts and afterlife belief in preschoolers and

adults. Methods: Closed—ended questions were administered in hospital and religious context, and open—ended questions

were asked in the following part. Results: 77.0% and 63.9% of 4~5 years old preschoolers claimed humans and animals

would die respectively, which was lower than adults’ responses (both 100%) and higher than the percent of preschoolers

who believed artifacts would die

(3.2%). The percent of preschool children who thought that all functions ceased after

death was significantly lower than that of adults’, but there was no separation between mental activities and body functions
g y P y

in both contexts. Fewer Chinese participants held an afterlife belief compared to Western counterparts, but more than half

of adults mentioned thinking of afterlife made them feel better. Conclusion: Preschoolers’ understanding of inevitability

and non —functionality is different from adults’.
Chinese people hold less afterlife beliefs than Westerners.
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