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AN INVESTIGATION IN COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE RELATION BETWEEN PART AND
WHOLE IN CHILDREN

I. Experimental studies on the concept of class inclusion
and number inclusion in children of 4—7 years

Zhang Mei-ling C
(Institute of Psychology, Academia Sinica)

A study was made among kindergarden children of 4—7 years in Beijing.
Each child was asked to do some tasks on class inclusion and number inclusion.
The results show that:

1. In general, the successful performance rises with increasing age for the
three different tasks,

2. Variations are shown in different age groups. In class inclusion, the
greatest development is shown in the age group 5, 5—86, while in number inclusion
it is around the age of 4—b.
| 3. Children’s responses shown in the course of experiment can be classified
as of three different levels, At the first level, children can not see the relation
between part and whole, During the second level, they make increasing correct
responses through representation. At the third level, they perform the task
nearly without mistake, showing full comprehension and some understanding of
logical relationship. '



