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PERCEPTIBLE DISTANCE OF A ROAD SIGN
VARIES W TH THE CAR SPEED

Guan Lianrong Gao Jing Xu Liancang
‘(Institute of Psychology. Academia Sinica)

Abstract

The study shows that to a driver, the perceptible distance of a road
sign is inversely proportional to the speed of his car. The higher the
speed, the shorter the perceptible distance. Compared with walking pace,
a car travelling at 100 kilometers an hour cuts down the perceptible
distance by 35—45%. Our experiment shows that this is possibly caused
by the driver’s psychophysiological stress when driving at speed,



