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AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE
CHARACTERISTICS OF TEMPORAL INFORMATION
RETRIEVAL

Zheng Yurn,Huang Xiting

(Research Institute of Psychology .Southwast China Teach-
ers’ University ,Chongqing)

Two experiments are conducted here 1o examine
Glenberg’s temporal distinctiveness theory and to study
the characteristics of temporal information retrieval of list
items. The main findings are, |) when list items are pre-
sented serially ,the Reaction Time of r¢trieving their tem-
poral information is a function by their presentation or-
der. When primary or recent items of a list are to he re-
called, the speed will be faster; as to items in the middle
of the list, the recalling speed will be significantly slow-
er; 2)modality is a factor that will a{fect temporal infor-
mation retrieval. It has significant elfe: o correction
Rate’ s difference between recalling auditery and Visual
items. But its effect on reaction time is far from signifi-
cant. According to this result, the authors propos’e that,
temporal distinctiveness theory should be guite problemat-
ic in explaining characteristics of temporal information
retrieval, and further study should be made belote a
more success{ul model is set up.

Key Words, reaction time, tempotal in{ormation.

A STUDY OF DRIVERS' DYNAMIC BRAKING-
RESPONES TIME

Pei Jiantao

(South China Nortmal University, Guangzhou)

He Chundao

(East China Normal University, Shanghai’

The pui’posc of this study was to detect the effects of
drivers’ age and automobile speed on the braking-response
time of Chinese drivers. Assisted by DFY-1 dynamic re-
sponse timer, we measured drivers’ braking-response
time for 3 indexes; recognition time, movement time and

total reaction time. Subjects for this study were 30 male
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drivers driving Jie-fang CAloB automobiles, including 11
old-aged (40-49), 9 middle-agde ones(30-39) and 10

young-aged (20-29) drivers. We tested the subjects on

the road at 0, 30 km/h and 50 km/h while they were
engaged in their freight travelling. The results indicated
that; 1) there was no significant effect of age factor on
all the thiuce indexes of braking-response time; 2) there
were significant effects of automobile speeds on the
drivers’ response time and total response time, but not on
movement time. The results provided support for the ne-
cessity of enhancing the education in safe driving and
management of drivers, and controlling the speed of
driving. Furhter studies are expected to detect the charac-
teristics of dynamic braking-response time at still higher
speeds.

Kew Words. braking-response time, reaction time,
movement time. automobile speed, dynamic response
time.

COGNITIVE DEFICITS IN PATIENTS WITH
CLOSED HEAD INJURY

Znang Jinjin, Tang Cimei, Cheng weihua, Yan Xi-
wei

(Beijing Neurosurgical Institute)

Cognitive functions such as intelligence, memary,
the speed of information processing and word fluency
were investigated in 83 patients with closed head injury.
The results showed that their cognitive functions were
damaged. The deficits of intelligence, memory, atten-
tion, the speed of information processing and word fluen-
cy were kept for a long period of time, but the deficits
teached different degrees. Some of them were damaged
slightly and some were sevetely. Comparatively sensitive
tests have been selected, which will be used as the meth-
ods and indexes to investigate and assess the disorders of
psychological functions in patients with closed head in-
jury.

Key Word: head injury, cognitive disorder.



