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A Study of Training Math Olympians

——The role of School ,Family and Soicety

Tao siaoyong

Beijing Institute of Education

Abstract

Though started in 1956, no significant achieve-
ments were gained by China in the International
Math Olympic (IMO) until 1985. The main re-
sults showed: 90%Olympains
the key schools of urban; 50% have studied

in special classes offered for gifted students;
95%

and teachers.

came from

were greatly influenced by their parents
100% of the parents expected
their children to enter key universities in the
future. 96% of

work and test papers when their children stud-

the parents examined home-

ied in primary schools, but one — third of par-

ents never did any coaching. 92%of the parents
bought books as gifts for their children to stim-
ulate and encourage them. to hunt for more
books related to their studies. Olympains and
their parents all had the same view that partici-
pating in the IMO not only led them to learn-
ing more but also provided them with opportu-
nities to find and develop their talent in math.
They felt they would not have been so success-
fu) if they never had any training for the IMO

before.

Chinese in the IMO are discussed.

The reasons of the progress of the

15



