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The Effect of Perceptural Experience on Morphological
Whole Perception of Chinese Character
Zhu Xiaoping Yu Bolin
Psychology Laboratory Institute of Psychology
Shanghai Institute of Education Academia Sinica, Beijing
Shen Liemin
Shanghai Institute of Education

Abstract
Three expcriments were carried out with the componer - recognizing task to study the
effect of perceptural experience on morphological whole perception of Chinese characters.
Experiment 1 demonstrated that there is no difference of recognizing difficulty among all
the component characters used in this rescarch; while among three groups of subjects with
different reading ability therc is, In experimeni 2, subjects were asked {0 name one or two
components of the character varied in wordness and frequercy. The e ulis show a signifi-

cant character—inferiority cffect (i.c. the RT of component in noncharacter> in

__23_.
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pseudocharacter > in character and compinent pusition effect (i. e. the RT of left > 1ight,
top > bottom). The component— recognizing performence of three group sibjects was
compared in experiment 3, To college students, component renognizing in character is more
difficult than in pseudocharacter; while to 3rd 6th grade pupils, there is no diffirence, This
mcans the effect of morphological whole perceptiin of the tormer is bigger than of the
latter.

These rasults supported that the effect of morphological whole perception increasea
.with the perceptural experience, and whole perception of the former is bigger than of the
latter.

Key Words: Chinese character recognition,Whole and portion, Percepturalexperience,

Connectionism.



