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Development of 5- to 9-year-old children’s understanding the probabilities of the causes of illness CHEN
Hua, ZHU Li-qi. Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Science ,Beijing 100101 ,China

[ Abstract] Objective To study the development of children’ s understanding the probabilities of the cau-
ses of illness. Methods
about illness. Results There were statistical significance in their understanding of the probabilities of the causes

120 5-to 9-year-old children were interviewed via open-ended items and forced choices

of illness and their strategies of prediction among the three groups( sz) = 50.134, P<0.01 ;x%ﬁ) = 95.781, P<
0.01) ;in addition, there was statistical significance between the two educational backgrounds (Xfl) =11.162, P
<0.01 ;x5 = 35.043, P<0.01). Conclusion Some preschool-aged children viewed outcomes of familiar cau-
ses of illness as probabilistic. The children’ s understanding of the causes’ probabilities appeared to be based on
naive biology. 5- to 9-year-old children made probabilistic predictions from a single cause to multiple causes. Chil-

dren coming from higher educational backgrounds outperformed their counterparts coming from lower educational

backgrounds with respect to understanding illness.
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